BACKGROUNDER

THE BEAVERBROOK COLLECTION OF WAR ART

The Canadian War Museum’s collection of war art, known as the Beaverbrook Collection of War Art, was established by Lord Beaverbrook who founded, in 1917, the Canadian War Memorials Fund. Through the Fund, he commissioned an artist’s portrayal of the Canadian Army’s success at the Second Battle of Ypres. By 1919, works by many Canadian and British artists comprised some one thousand paintings and drawings, including hundreds by war artists who eventually won distinction as members of the Group of Seven.

Over the years, many additional works were added, depicting Canada’s military involvement in the Second World War, Korea, peacekeeping operations and other military activities. The collection currently contains some 13,000 paintings, drawings, posters and sculptures.

The Canadian War Museum’s war art collection includes the Canadian War Memorials Collection (1916-1920), the Canadian War Records Collection (1943-1946), the Canadian Armed Forces Civilian Artists Program Collection (1968-1995), pieces from the Canadian Forces Artists Program Collection (2001-present) and the Canadian War Museum Collection (1760-1971). The Beaverbrook Collection of War Art is considered as the second largest collection of war art in the world, after the Imperial War Museum in London, UK.
Highlights of the Beaverbrook Collection of War Art
Canadian War Memorials Collection (1916-1920)

The Group of Seven is well represented in this collection. In particular, the Museum has 25 works by Frederick Varley, 74 by A.Y. Jackson, 167 by Arthur Lismer and 75 by Franz Johnston. Celebrated British artists are also in evidence, numbering 47 paintings by Sir Alfred Munnings, seven drawings by Augustus John and eight portraits by Sir William Orpen.

Canadian War Records Collection (1943-1946)

The highlight of this particular collection is the 400 works by Alex Colville. In terms of historical value, the Canadian art of the Italian Campaign by artists such as Charles Comfort, Lawren P. Harris and Will Ogilvie, numbering several hundred, is second to none.

Canadian Armed Forces Civilian Artists Program Collection (1968-1995)

R.F. Wodehouse, curator of War Art at the National Gallery of Canada initiated this program in 1968 to ensure that the Canadian Forces post-Second World War history was being recorded. Similar to previous official war art projects, this new program allowed civilian artists to become involved, working alongside Canadian soldiers on both domestic and foreign operations.
Canadian Forces Artists Program Collection (2001-present)

The need for Canada to record the actions of its military members had not been forgotten and on June 6, 2001, Chief of the Defence Staff, General Maurice Baril, officially announced the creation of the Canadian Forces Artists Program (CFAP). This new artistic endeavour gave Canadian artists the opportunity to record Canada's soldiers in Canada and around the world. 
Canadian War Museum Collection (1760-1971)

The Canadian War Museum’s original collection is comprised of some 600 works, with nearly half the collection dating before 1916. The largest grouping is some 200 works by Frederick Taylor, detailing industrial production in Canada during the Second World War. The Museum received two important collections (Canadian War Memorials Collection and Canadian War Records Collection) as part of an official transfer from the National Gallery of Canada in 1972. 
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